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tailed hair breeds. No attrition is reported, but in the highlands of
Kenya, European breeds continue to displace the indigenous Masai
sheep.

In southern and central Africa, each country has its population of
local fat-tailed hair sheep, but in Zaire, Angola, and west central
Africa, the numbers are few and those that are found are poorly
described. In southern Africa, most of the local breeds have been
replaced by European breeds, especially Merinos. The Blackhead
Persian, of Somali origin, has taken the place of the local breeds as an
adapted hair breed. The Nguni remains in Zululand, as well as in
Swaziland and Mozambique, but the Africander is nearly extinct. Most
new breeds in southern Africa are based on the Merino, but the Dor-
per is of Dorset-Persian breeding and a useful addition to improved
meat breeds adapted to the dry tropics.

The Americas

The temperate areas of Latin America are entirely populated by
European breeds, largely Merinos, but the tropical areas have large
populations of "native" breeds, so-called because of centuries of ad-
aptation to local conditions. The Criollo, of Spanish origin, is the
major breed in the highlands from Mexico to Bolivia. There are many
varieties but few have been described. In the tropical lowlands from
Mexico to Brazil, hair sheep (originally from West Africa) have be-
come increasingly important. There are at least four recognized breeds
and many mixed and undescribed populations. They are also impor-
tant on several Caribbean islands. There are prolific breeds on Bar-
bados and the Virgin isles, but the numbers are small and the breeds
need encouragement. There are other groups in the Bahamas, Cuba,
and the Dominican Republic (among others).

In the United States, most of the major British breeds are repre-
sented, as well as many breeds from other countries. Many synthetic
breeds were formed in the past. These can be classed as two major,
five minor, six rare, two feral, and one nearly extinct. Canada also
has two minor breeds. The process of breed formation continues; 11
new breeds in the United States, plus 2 in Canada, have been devel-
oped in the past 50 years from a very diverse selection of foundation
breeds.

Australia and New Zealand

Besides the British breeds, the major breeds of local origin are the
Australian Merino, Corriedale, New Zealand Romney, and Polwarth.